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SUBJECT: GOH NAMES NEW PRESIDENT OF COPEN 

1. ON FEBRUARY 10 THE GOH NAMED COLONEL RUBEN VILLANUEVA 
DOBLADO AS NEW PRESIDENT OF THE PERMANENT NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE (COPEN). VILLANUEVA IS PRESIDENT OF 
THE HONDURAN RED CROSS AND REPLACES COLONEL JOSE DE LA 
CRUZ HERNANDEZ WHO HAS BEEN NAMED MINISTER OF GOVERNMENT. 

2. COMMENT: VILLANUEVA'S PAST PERFORMANCE CAUSES THE 
EMBASSY TO BELIEVE THAT HE PROBABLY LACKS THE NECESSARY 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND LEADERSHIP QUALITIES TO MAKE HIM AN 
EFFECTIVE PRESIDENT OF COPEN IN A CRISIS SITUATION. 
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